INSTALLATION CEREMONY

OF BLUE LODGE OFFICERS

NOTE:  Public Opening should begin on time.  All Installing Officers should be in their places, all to be installed should be in the chairs prior to beginning.  All officers will wear aprons of the office to which they will be installed.  1-2 people should be designated to remove chairs as officers are installed.
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Note: The officers to be installed are all seated in the chairs on the floor prior
tothe beginning of the public opening. The Trustees have no designated seating
location and may st wherever they choose. Instaling harshal ntroduces

from the ceter, conducts to the akar, and installs clockwise around the lodge.





Installation of Lodge Officers

Public Opening by Lodge Officers:
NOTE:  Public Opening should begin on time.  All Installing Officers should be in their stations, all to be installed should be in the chairs as pictured in figure 1.  All officers will wear aprons -- collars are received during ceremony.  Nametags are worn only after installation.  Officer Ladies will occupy officer stations until placing collar, and then go to place on sideline.  People are to be designated to remove chairs as officers are installed.

WM – “Brethren and guests, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the Installation Ceremony of _________________ Lodge #___ Free & Accepted Masons of Wisconsin.

I am ______________________, ________ Master of _______________ Lodge Number _____ and I have the privilege of presiding over the public opening of this wonderful ceremony.  Officers joining me in this Installation Public Opening are:

_____________________, Senior Warden (rise)
_____________________, Junior Warden (rise), and

_____________________, Chaplain (rise) ALL bow and pause    ( * )

WM –I will now explain the gavel for those of you that are not familiar with its Masonic uses.  A single rap calls to attention anyone who is directly addressed,  Two raps calls to attention the officers of the Lodge, and three raps calls everyone in the room to stand if they are comfortable doing so.  A single rap will be the signal for those standing to be seated.
WM – ( * * * ) Worshipful Master Elect, __________________  is escorted by _____________________________________________________________. 
(optional) WM – “The Holy Bible, Square and Compasses will be presented by __________.  They are ____________________ of our Worshipful Master elect.  

(optional) WM - The United State Flag of America is presented by ________________ under the leadership of __________________.  Who will also lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

WM – ________________, will you please lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of our Country?   (optional) Toast to the Flag will be given by _______________. 

(optional) WM - We now direct our attention to the Flag as _______________ will sing our National Anthem.  

WM _  Commander ___________________ you may dismiss the color guard.    You may be seated ( * ).

++++++ Opening ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WM – “Masons have long held that knowledge is attained by degrees and that wisdom results from contemplation.  Let us take a moment, then, and reflect on what Masonry teaches and expects:  temperate behavior, circumspect speech, thought and deeds, just reasoning, soothing words, comforting assistance, honorable actions, equitable justice, fidelity, honesty, and honor.  No institution was ever raised on better principles or a more solid foundation; nor were ever more excellent tenets and useful maxims laid down than are inculcated in the Masonic degrees.  For these and many other reasons, one can generally always tell a Mason by his character.  Let us then apply ourselves with zeal to the practice of the excellent principles inculcated in Masonry and cultivate the great moral virtues that are laid down on our Masonic trestleboard, the Holy Writings, and strive to improve in everything that is good, amiable, and useful. 

WM – Brother Junior Warden, you will display the three burning tapers.

JW – (Proceeds to light candles in normal manner, saying…) “Every lodge has three lights, situated in the East, West and South; none in the North.  Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

WM – Brother Senior Warden, you will display the Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses.

SW – (Proceeds to altar, kneels and as he slowly opens the Bible, says…)

“The Bible is dedicated to God, it being the inestimable gift of God to man.


(Placing the Square, says…)  “The Square is dedicated to the Master, it being the proper emblem of his office and should continually remind him of the duty he owes to the Lodge over which he is elected to preside.


(Placing the Compasses, says…) “The Compasses is dedicated to the Craft, for by a due attention to its use, we are taught to circumscribe our desires and keep our passions within due bounds with all mankind.”

WM – “As is taught in the first degree of Masonry, upon embarking on any important undertaking, we invoke the blessing of Deity.  Brother Chaplain, please lead us in prayer.”   (* * *) 

Chaplain: (WM ‘s choice if Chaplain goes to altar or offers from his place. ) – 

“Supreme Architect of the Universe, in Thy name we have assembled and in Thy name we desire to proceed in all our doings. Grant that the sublime principles of Freemasonry may so subdue every discordant passion within us; so harmonize and enrich our hearts with Thine own love and goodness that the Lodge at this time may humbly reflect that beauty and order which reign forever before Thy throne. Amen.” 

JW –  How pleasant it for brethren to dwell together in Unity.

Reception of Installing team:  WM –Brother Senior Warden you will retire and escort our installing officers to the Alter.   WM goes to Alter and escorts the Installing Master to the East.  SW and Installing Team remain at the Alter.   

WM – (  *  )  “Brethren and guests, it is my privilege to introduce you to the men who will conduct the Installation of officers for this evening:  (rise when introduced)
Installing Master: (  
___________________________________________

Installing Chaplain: 
___________________________________________
Installing Marshal: 
___________________________________________
Brother Installing Master, it is a pleasure to have you preside over this installation and I have the honor of presenting you our gavel. 

I. Mas - Brothers please take your stations ( * ). 
(Aternate Opening) Public Opening by Installation Team:
I.Mas.  – Brethren and guests, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the Installation of Officers Ceremony of ___________________________ Free and Accepted Masons of Wisconsin.

It is with a great deal of pleasure that I introduce you to the men who will assist me in conducting the installation of the officers.  
Serving as: 
the Installing Chaplain is _________________________________,

the Installing Marshal is __________________________________,

 
my name is  ______________________________ and I will serve as the installing Master.  
We have the privilege of presiding over the public opening of this wonderful ceremony.  
(Installing Master may make opening comments and welcoming remarks)

I.Mas.:     


1. I will now to explain the use of the gavel. One rap calls up anyone who is address, two raps call up only the Officers of the Lodge, three raps call up the entire Lodge, and one rap seats the Lodge.  We will try it.  ( * * )
 ( * )  

2. Explain the term “So Mote It Be”. Is Masonic way of saying: “May The Will of God Be Done.”

3. (Cell Phones)   Please turn all cell phones to silent or turn them off.
4. Should you wish to take photos please position yourselves to the front and move as you need to get the photo you want?
We will now proceed to open Lodge. 

Presentation of the Bible (optional)
I.Mas.  – Masons have long held that knowledge is attained by degrees and that wisdom results from contemplation.  Let us take a moment, then, and reflect on what Masonry teaches and expects:  temperate behavior, circumspect speech, just reasoning, soothing words, comforting assistance, honorable actions, equitable justice, fidelity, honesty, and honor.  No institution was ever raised on better principles or a more solid foundation; nor were ever more excellent tenets and useful maxims laid down than are inculcated in the Masonic degrees.  For these and many other reasons, one can generally always tell a Mason by his character.  Let us then apply ourselves with zeal to the practice of the excellent principles inculcated in Masonry and cultivate the great moral virtues that are laid down on our Masonic trestleboard, the Holy Writings, and strive to improve in everything that is good, amiable, and useful.

I.Mas.  – Brother Installing Marshall, you will attend at the Alter and properly display the three burning tapers, Holy Writings, Square and Compasses. 
I.Mar.  – (Proceeds to light candles in normal manner, saying…).    Every lodge has three lights, situated in the East, West and South; none in the North.  (Step back from the tapers and proceeds to altar, kneels and as  slowly opens the Bible, saying…).  The Bible is dedicated to God, it being the inestimable gift of God to Man.  (Placing the Square, says…)  The Square is dedicated to the Master, it being the proper emblem of his office and should continually remind him of the duty he owes to the Lodge over which he is elected to preside. 
(Placing the Compasses, says…) The Compasses is dedicated to the Craft, for by a due attention to its use, we are taught to circumscribe our desires and keep our passions within due bounds with all mankind. 
I.Mas.  – As is taught in the first degree of Masonry, upon embarking on any important undertaking, we invoke the blessing of Deity.  Brother Installing Chaplain, please lead us in prayer.  (  * * *  ) 

Chaplain:  Supreme Architect of the Universe, in Thy name we have assembled and in Thy name we desire to proceed in all our doings. Grant that the sublime principles of Freemasonry may so subdue every discordant passion within us; so harmonize and enrich our hearts with Thine own love and goodness that the Lodge at this time may humbly reflect that beauty and order which reign forever before Thy throne. Amen.” 
Presentation of the United States Flag (options)

(optional) I.Mas.   - The United State Flag of America is presented by ________________ under the leadership of __________________.  Who will also lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

(optional)  I.Mas. –A Toast to the Flag will be given by _______________.  Please join me in the Pledge to our Flag.  Who will also lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
(optional) I.Mas.   - We now direct our attention to the Flag as _______________ will sing our National Anthem.  

(optional)  I.Mas. Commander __________________ you may dismiss the color guard.   Pause until Color Guard has left the Lodge  ( * ).

(optional )  I.Mas.   - Please join me in Pledging Allegiance to our Flag.

I.Mas. – Elected and appointed officers will remain standing all others may be seated ( * ).

I.Mas. – You now behold the officers of _________________________ Lodge who have been elected or appointed to an office of this lodge for the ensuing Masonic year and now declare themselves ready for installation.   If anyone present has any reason why any one of these men should not be installed you shall make the reason or reasons known or forever after hold your peace.  (pause)  
I.Mas. – Each officer will place his right hand over his heart and all speaking in unison, say ‘I’, pronounce your name, and repeat after me.

Promise upon my honor as a Mason / 

that I will to the best of my ability / 

conform to and abide by the ancient landmarks, / 

regulations and usages of Freemasonry, / 

the constitution and edicts of the Grand Lodge, / 

and the By-Laws of my Lodge /

and will faithfully perform the duties of the office /

for which I have been selected.

I.Mas. – My brethren, I congratulate each of you on having been elected or appointed to the exalted station which you are about to occupy.  Each station involves great responsibility and requires that you be installed with solemn sanction.  You are now on the threshold of a great and important undertaking, so let us conform to our Masonic teachings and bow our heads while our Installing Chaplain invokes the blessing of Deity.  (  *  *  *  )

(Installing Chaplain proceeds to Altar, kneels, and offers prayer …)

I.Ch. – Almighty God, Thou art our God and the God of our fathers before us: in thee we live, move, and have our being. Make us conscious of Thy presence. Shed the light of Thy wisdom into our hearts, that the spiritual world may become more real to us. We thank Thee for all the opportunities of life. Bless the brethren who now stand before Thee and are about to be charged with the responsibility of conducting the affairs of this Lodge; give them grace to see Thy way, and to dispense thy light. Bless all our brethren and all people. To Thy holy name shall be glory evermore. Amen.

All – So Mote It Be.

I.Mas. - (  *  )  (I.Ch. returns to place and is seated.)
Trustees
I.Mas. – Installing Marshal, please introduce the Trustee(s) for installation.

I.Mar. – (invites trustees to approach the altar) – I have the pleasure to present brother(s) (names him or them), who has (have) been elected Trustee(s) of this lodge for their respective terms.

I.Mas.: Brother(s) (___________ , __________ , ___________ , ___________ , you have been elected by the members of your lodge to serve in the important capacity as Trustee. The specific duties which govern and control your responsibilities and activities are clearly spelled out in the Masonic Code of Wisconsin.  Each of you is charged to be familiar with and to comply with these regulations.  You are to work under the direction of your Master in a cooperative and productive manner, and in line with the By-Laws of your lodge and the statutes of the State of Wisconsin. You are charged to supervise the property, investments, legal activities and certain funds of your lodge unless otherwise specified in your lodge By-Laws, and always with the approval of the lodge.”

“Accurate and regular reports reflecting your meetings, decisions and recommendations are to be given in open lodge and recorded in the lodge’s minutes.  The status and financial growth of your lodge in many ways is directly influenced by your dedicated efforts and cooperative relationship with your lodge officers. 

Installing Marshal, please conduct the Trustee(s) to (his/their) place. Then present and introduce the Tiler for installation.   
Tiler
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Tiler – has him rise and approach the altar) –
I have the pleasure to present brother (names him), who has been appointed Tiler for the ensuing Masonic year.
I.Mas. - Brother ___________, the sword is placed in the hand of the Tiler to enable him to guard against the approach of cowans and eavesdroppers, and allow none to pass or 
re-pass except such as are duly qualified. Your duty is purely traditional and largely symbolic; dating back to a time when Masons met in secrecy out of necessity to avoid death or persecution.  Masonic principles teach men to be square with each other, and thus we despise deceit and eavesdropping.  Since the business conducted in a Masonic meeting today carries no such grave consequences, you are charged with the responsibility of simply preventing those who are unqualified from entering or observing.  Your early and punctual attendance will afford the best proof of your zeal for the institution and its heralded traditions.

Having already received your apron, you will now be invested with the jewel and implement of your office. 
Installing Marshal, please conduct the Tiler to his place.  Then present and introduce the __________ for installation.  
Organist and/or Soloist
I.Mas. – Installing Marshal, please introduce the Organist and Soloist for installation.

I.Mar. – (moves to side of Organist and/or Soloist – has them rise and approach the altar) –
 I have the pleasure to present brother(s) (names him or them), who has (have) been appointed Organist and Soloist for the ensuing Masonic year

I.Mas. - Bros. ___________ and ___________, as Organist and Soloist, your duties are to furnish the lodge with suitable music for the embellishment of the ritual work as well as any other occasion as may be required. As harmony is the strength and support of all institutions, more especially of ours, the exemplification of harmony in music will enhance all of our work, and contribute to the well being of the lodge. 

Having already received your aprons, you will now be invested with the jewel(s) of your respective offices
Installing Marshal, please conduct the Organist/Soloist to his/their place(s). Then present and introduce the Counselor ______________ for installation.  

Counselor
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Counselor – has him rise and approach the altar)
I have the pleasure to present brother (names him), who has been appointed Counselor for the ensuing Masonic year

I.Mas. - Brother ___________ as Counselor, your responsibilities include working with the candidates of the lodge who have been elected for or received degrees.  Your goals are to increase the knowledge and understanding of the younger craftsmen in Masonry by teaching the Posting Examinations, Wisconsin Program, and other materials. 

You are further charged to take a leadership role in the general Masonic educational activities of the lodge.  Your diligence and dedication to your expected tasks will be measured through the growth of the lodge and the increased Masonic understanding of its members. 

Having already received your apron, you will now be invested with the jewel of your office
Installing Marshal, please conduct the Counselor to his place.  The present and introduce the Stewards for installation.
Stewards
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Stewards – has them rise and approach the altar) 
I have the pleasure to present brothers (names them), who have been appointed Stewards for the ensuing Masonic year

I.Mas. - Brothers ___________ and ___________, as Stewards your duties generally to assist the Deacons and other Officers in performing their duties.  Additionally, you are to see that the tables are properly furnished at the hour of refreshment, and that every brother is suitably provided for.  Your regular and early attendance will afford the best proof of your devotion and attachment to the lodge.   Your eagerness and steady progress advancing to the Deacons chairs will confirm to the brethren that you are qualified and committed to becoming the next officers. 

Having already received your aprons, you will now be invested with the jewels and implements of your respective offices.

Installing Marshal, please conduct the Stewards to their stations.  Then present and introduce the Deacons for installation.
Deacons 
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Deacons – has them rise and approach the altar) 
I have the pleasure to present brothers (names them), who have been appointed Deacons for the ensuing Masonic year.
I.Mas. - Bros. ___________ and ___________,  as Deacons it is your province to attend on the Master and Wardens and to act as their proxies in the active duties of the lodge, such as in the reception of candidates into the degrees of Freemasonry, the introduction and accommodation of visitors, and in the immediate practice of our ritual. Few stations within the lodge have as strong an impact upon its success as the Deacons. New candidates will frame their impressions about your lodge based on the quality of your execution. Your faithful attendance at each meeting is necessary to prepare you for the responsibilities of directing the lodge in the future, as well as to refine and perfect the ritual that is so much a part of your stations and so vital to the future of the lodge. 

Having already received your aprons, you will now be invested with the jewels and implements of your respective offices.

Installing Marshal, please conduct the Deacons to their stations.  The present and introduce the Chaplain for installation. 

Chaplain
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Chaplain – has him rise and approach the altar) 
I have the pleasure to present brother (names him), who has been appointed Chaplain for the ensuing Masonic year.
I.Mas. - Brother ___________, as Chaplain it is your duty to perform those solemn services which remind us of our creator whose spirit is refining our souls, strengthening our virtues, and purifying our minds, that we might fulfill our lives in service to him, as we serve others in Freemasonry and all people throughout the world. Yours is a most-important office. Since this fraternity shapes and creates the bonds of brotherhood; those lasting friendships which are more family-like than casual, it is your responsibility to console those family members upon the passing of a departed brother, and to lead the Lodge as we pay our respects in honoring him with a Masonic Memorial Service. You also bear the responsibility of keeping all the brethren focused on the Sacred Law which is our Masonic Trestle board; steering and counseling them when their actions, prejudices, and desires infringe upon others; reminding them of their higher duty to the peaceful and harmonious service of God and man. 

Having already received your apron, you will now be invested with the jewels of your office.
Installing Marshal, please conduct the Chaplain to his place.  Then present and introduce the Secretary (Secretary/Treasure) for installation.
Secretary
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Secretary – has him rise and approach the altar) 
I have the pleasure to present brother (names him), who has been elected Secretary for the ensuing Masonic year.
I.Mas. - Brother ___________, it is the Secretary’s duty to observe the will and pleasure of the Worshipful Master in recording the proceedings of the lodge; transmit a copy thereof to the Grand Lodge when requested; to receive all monies paid into the lodge and pay them over to the Treasurer, taking his receipt therefore. Your good inclination to Freemasonry and this lodge will induce you to discharge the duties of your office with fidelity, and by so doing you will merit the esteem of your brethren. 

Having already received your apron, you will now be invested with the jewel of your office

Installing Marshal, please conduct the Secretary to his place.  The present and introduce the Treasure for installation.
Treasure
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Treasure– has him rise and approach the altar) 
I have the pleasure to present brother (names him), who has been elected Treasure for the ensuing Masonic year.

I.Mas. - Brother ___________, it is the Treasurer’s duty to receive money paid into the lodge from the hands of the Secretary, keep a just and true account thereof, and pay them out by order of the Worshipful Master and consent of the Lodge.  At every meeting you are to report on the income and disbursements of the lodge and a copy of your report shall be submitted to the secretary to be included in the minutes of each meeting.  I trust your regard for the Fraternity will prompt you to the faithful discharge of the duties of your office. 

Having already received your apron, you will now be invested with the jewel of your respective office.
Installing Marshal, please conduct the Treasurer to his place.  Then present and introduce the Junior Warden for installation.
Secretary/Treasurer
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Secretary and Treasurer – has him rise and approach the altar)
I have the pleasure to present brother ___________, who have been elected Secretary/ Treasurer for the ensuing Masonic year.
I.Mas. - Brother ___________, it is the Secretary/Treasure’s duty to observe the will and pleasure of the Worshipful Master in recording the proceedings of the lodge; transmit a copy thereof to the Grand Lodge when requested; to receive all monies paid into the lodge keep a just and true account thereof, and pay them out by order of the Worshipful Master and consent of the Lodge.  At every meeting you are to report on the income and disbursements of the lodge and a copy of your report shall be attached to the minutes of each meeting.   Your good inclination to Freemasonry and this lodge will induce you to discharge the duties of your office with fidelity, and by so doing you will merit the esteem of your brethren.   I trust your regard for the Fraternity will prompt you to the faithful discharge of the duties of your office. 

Having already received your apron, you will now be invested with the jewel of your office. 
Installing Marshal, please conduct the Secretary/Treasurer to his place.  Then present and introduce the Junior Warden for installation.
Junior Warden
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Wardens – has them rise and approach the altar) 
I have the pleasure to present brother (name him), who has been elected Junior Warden for the ensuing Masonic year.
I.Mas. - Brother ___________, as Junior Warden, your jewel is the Plumb, which admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations before God and man, to hold the scale of justice in equal balance, to observe the just medium between intemperance and pleasure, and to make our passions and prejudices coincide with the line of our duty.  To you is committed the superintendence of the Craft during the hours of refreshment.  You shall act as liaison between the lodge and any related youth groups and shall make periodic reports to the Junior Grand Warden and to your Worshipful Master.  Your regular and punctual attendance is particularly requested and I have no doubt you will faithfully perform the duties which pertain to your station.  Look well to the South. 

Having already received your apron, you will now be invested with the jewel of your respective offices. 
Installing Marshal, please conduct the Junior Warden to his station.  Then present and introduce the Senior Warden for installation.  (Done.)
Senior Warden

I.Mar. – (moves to side of Wardens – has them rise and approach the altar) 
I have the pleasure to present brother (name him), who has been elected Senior Warden for the ensuing Masonic year.

I.Mas. - Brother ___________, as Senior Warden, your jewel is the Level which demonstrates that we are to seek the common ground.  We use the level to illustrate the compromises necessary to work together and to agree; and, though distinctions among men are necessary, no high station should make us forget that we are brethren.  Your regular attendance at our stated communications is essential.  In the absence of the Master you are to govern the lodge; in his presence, you are to assist him in the government of it.  I firmly rely on your knowledge of Masonry and attachment to the lodge for the faithful discharge of the duties of this important trust.  Look well to the West. 

Having already received your apron, you will now be invested with the jewel of your office.” (Done.)

Installing Marshal, please conduct the Senior Warden to his station. Then present and introduce the Worshipful Master for installation.  (Done.)
Worshipful Master
I.Mar. – (moves to side of Worshipful Master – has him rise and approach the altar) 
I have the pleasure to present brother (names him), who has been elected Worshipful Master of this lodge.  I find him to be of good morals and great skill, true and trusty - and as he is a lover of the fraternity wheresoever dispersed over the face of the earth, I am sure he will discharge his duty with fidelity. 

I.Mas. - My brother, previous to your investiture, it is necessary that you should signify your assent to those ancient regulations which point out the duty of the Master of a Lodge. You will kneel at the altar. 

(Optional  The I.Mas. then reads, or causes to be read, a summary of the ancient charges to the W.M.-elect. He may approach the altar, leaving his hat in the east for these charges, if desired.) 
I.Mas. - Do you agree to be a good man and true and to strictly obey the moral law - to cheerfully conform to the laws of the nation and to submit to constituted authorities, promoting the general good of society, and propagating the knowledge of our mystic art according to its statutes? 
<I do> 
Do you agree to be courteous to your brethren and faithful to your lodge, to respect genuine brethren, and to reject impostors and all dissenters from the original plan of Freemasonry? Further, do you admit that no person can be regularly made a Mason in, or admitted a member of any regular Lodge without previous notice of due inquiry into his character; and do you also agree that no visitors shall be received into your Lodge without producing proper credentials and satisfying you as to his privilege to do so?
<I do> 

Do you agree to submit to the actions and resolutions of your brethren in Lodge convened, in every case consistent with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Fraternity; and to pay homage to the Grand Master, and to strictly conform to every edict of the Grand Master? 

<I do> 
Do you agree that the minutes of each meeting are to be approved by the lodge and do you agree to attest to such approval by affixing your signature with date of approval in the minutes immediately below the secretary’s name?

<I do> 
Do you promise a regular attendance on the committees and communications of the Grand Lodge; and that the landmarks are to be observed; and that no new lodge can be formed without permission of the Grand Lodge; and that no recognition ought to be given to an irregular lodge or Mason? 

<I do> 
Brother ___________, in consequence of your cheerful conformity to the charges and regulations of the Craft, you are hereby duly installed Worshipful Master of this Lodge in full confidence of your care, skill, and capacity to govern the same. 
I.Mas. - You will now arise.

I.Mas. – Having already received your Apron, you will now be invested with the jewel of your office.
(Optional) I.Mas. – The guard of honor will form.
I.Mas. - Installing Marshal, you will conduct Brother ___________ to the East and return to the Alter to assist with the various items of our fraternity.  (Done.  I. Mas. receives WM by extending right hand to ascend dais)

Optional) I.Mas. – The guard of honor is dismissed.
I.Mas. -Tools and implements of architecture and of Stone Masonry are used in this fraternity to teach a specific conduct of life, and upon this occasion I will enumerate them.

The Holy Writings -that great light in all of life, Masonry urges you to study diligently. We believe they will guide you to all truth; they will direct your paths to the temple of happiness, and point out to you the whole duty of man.  

In Masonry, we use the Square to teach us to regulate our actions and to harmonize our conduct by the principles of morality and virtue. 

Masonry uses the Compasses to teach us to draw boundaries on our behavior and our thoughts, to always remain within ourselves, and to limit our desires in every station, that rising to eminence by merit, we may live respected and die regretted. 

We use the Rule to direct all Masons to divide their time; giving equal time to the service of those around us who are less fortunate than ourselves, as well as to the service of God, and that we should punctually observe our duty, press forward in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the right, nor to the left, in all our actions have eternity in view. 

Masonry uses the Line to teach the criterion on moral rectitude, to avoid dissimulation in conversation and action, and to direct our steps to the path, which leads to immortality. 

The Book of Constitutions you are to search at all times. Cause it to be read in your Lodge, that all may be aware of the excellent precepts it enjoins. 

You now receive the Charter; the authority by which this Lodge is held. You are carefully to preserve it, and in no case should it ever be out of your immediate control.  At the expiration of your term of office you will deliver it to your successor.   
Lastly, you will receive in charge the By-Laws of your Lodge, which you are to see carefully and punctually executed. 

I.Mas.: Worshipful Master, The Grand Lodge, having committed to your care the superintendence and government of the brethren who constitute your lodge, you cannot be insensitive to the obligations which devolve upon you as their head, nor of your responsibility for the faithful discharge of the important duties pertaining to your station. 

By our regulations, your are the chairman of your Lodges the finance committee, it is your committee’s responsibility to assure yourselves that the funds of the lodge are proper accounted.  The honor, reputation and usefulness of your lodge will materially depend on the skill and care with which you manage its concerns.  The happiness of its members will be generally increased in proportion to the zeal and ability with which you promote the genuine principles of our institution.

 <Pause slightly.> you may be seated briefly. 

I.Mas.: Brother Senior and Junior Wardens, please stand.   You are too well acquainted with the principles of Masonry to warrant any apprehension that you will be found wanting in the discharge of your respective duties. You are carefully to assist the Master in the discharge of his trust, diffusing light and imparting knowledge to all whom he shall place under your care. In the absence of the Master, you will succeed to higher duties. By our regulations, your are the other members of the finance committee of your lodge, it is your committee’s responsibility to assure yourselves that the funds of the lodge are proper accounted.  Your commitment must, therefore, be such that the craft may never suffer for want of proper instruction. <Pause Slightly. > You may be seated. 

I.Mas.: Brethren of ___________ Lodge number ______; such is the nature of our constitution that, as some must necessarily govern and teach, so too must others learn to comply. Humility in both is essential. The officers who have been selected to govern your lodge are sufficiently familiar with the customs of society and the laws of Freemasonry to avoid exceeding the powers with which they are entrusted; and you are of too generous a disposition to envy their position.  I, therefore, trust that you will have but one aim; to please each other and unite in the grand design of being happy and communicating happiness: that you will strengthen and grow your lodge from within by attracting your sons and their sons to becoming members and its next leaders.  They will gain inspiration from your direction and you will both relish the bond of brotherhood forever.  May the tenets of Freemasonry be transmitted through your family and your lodge, pure and unimpaired, from generation to generation.” 

I.Mas.: “Installing Marshal, make the proclamation.” 

(I.Mar.places his right hand on the Holy Writings and says)… 
I. Mar.:  In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of Wisconsin, I proclaim the officers of ___________ Lodge number _____ duly installed. 

(I.Mar. remains at altar, and raises right hand, and turning in each direction says)… 
I proclaim it in the South, I proclaim it in the West, and I proclaim it in the East. 

I.Mas.:   ( *  *  * )  Brethren and guests, salute your officers with applause. 

Worshipful Master, your officers are now installed and I am pleased to present you the gavel; a symbol of your authority.  One rap calls up anyone whom you may address, two raps call up the officers of the lodge, three raps call up your entire lodge, and one rap seats the lodge. Worshipful Master, seat your lodge.  (Done - *.)
(The WM.’s agenda completes the program, and may include an Installation Address by himself or a guest speaker, presentations to the WM, musical selections, and any other elements as desired by the WM.)

Hat Presentation (optional)
I Mas:  Installing Marshall, would you please escort ________________ to the east, and ask her bring with her the Masters Hat.

(Installing Marshall escorts ___________ to East; you assist her to the dais)

I Mas:  In ancient times, kings wore a crown as an insignia of royal dignity and power, but in Masonic Lodges, agreeable with that ancient custom, the Worshipful Master wears a hat as a mark of distinction and as an emblem of his official authority over the Lodge.  While the Lodge is at work, you, as Worshipful Master will wear a hat of your choice which is now being presented to you.  (pause)      It is to be removed during prayer, in the presence of the Grand Master, in Church, and other times when indicated in our ritual.  It may also be removed on occasion for your comfort and convenience
I Mas:  Installing Marshall, would you please escort ________________ to her seat?
Candle Ceremony (optional)
I Mas:  As the lodge nears the conclusion of it’s year we notice that the candles burn low.  But yet we are on the threshold of a new Masonic year with new officers in place.   The three-principle officer’s Lady/family will, as a symbol of her/their support for her/their loved one and the lodge will replace the old candle with a new candle representing the station her/their loved one now occupies.  The three principle officers who have just been installed are represented at the Alter by three burning tapers.  
I Mas:  Installing Marshal you will please escort the Junior Warden’s Lady Ms.______________ to the burning tapers?  

In the South the candle represents the Junior Warden,   
I Mas:  Installing Marshal please escort Ms. ________________ back to her seat and escort the Senior Warden’s Lady Ms._________________ to the tapers.  

In the West the candle represents the Senior Warden,  

I Mas:  Installing Marshall, please escort Ms. ______________ back to her seat and escort the Worshipful Master’s lady Ms.  _________________ to the tapers.  

And in the East the candle represents the station of our Worshipful Master.  
I Mas:  As the lodge depends on its officers for leadership and direction, so do the officers depend upon the lodge and their familes for their constant support.  

Gavel Ceremony (optional)
I Mas:     Installing Marshal, would you please escort our Worshipful Master's ________________________________, to the east and ask him/her to bring along their gift.
I Mas:  ( * * * )  <to WM> “Worshipful Master, your officers are now installed and your ________________________  is pleased to present to you your gavel; a symbol of your authority.  One rap calls up anyone whom you may address, two raps call up the officers of the lodge, three raps call up your entire lodge, and one rap seats the lodge. Worshipful Master behold your Lodge.  Brethren and Guest behold you’re your Worshipful Master.   Brethren and guests, salute your officers with hardy round of applause.  Worshipful Master, seat your lodge.  ( * )
I Mas:  Installing Marshall, would you please escort __________ to his seat?
I Mas:  ( * * * )  <to WM> “Worshipful Master, now that you have your Apron, Jewel, Hat, Gavel and all officers are installed I know your Lodge will function extremely well.  this conclude the formal installation Ceremony.  It is with pleasure that I bring you and your offices the greeting of our Most Worshipful Grand Master Brother _______________ and his Lady _______and pledge to you the full support of the Grand Lodge team.  Before the Gavel is returned I got but one more item for you and that is the Masonic Code Course and challenge you to complete it with in the next 30 days.  Now if you do not mind I will have a seat on the sidelines and await your remarks, introduction, and closing of the Lodge.  Thank you and best wishes. 

Remarks from the Worshipful Master:   
Introductions: (Worshipful Master first followed by the officers in whatever order the WM prefers.)   
Presentations:  

· A Presentation to your Lady 

· (Go to where she is seated and make the presentation.)
· Transfer of WM or Warden’s lapel pins


· Presentation of Past Masters Certificate, Card, and Apron  
· Are there any other presentations at this time?

· Ask for remarks from the attendees.

· Ask the Grand Master (if in attendance) for any final thoughts.

Announcements:  
· All are invited to a _______________ in our dining room immediately following our closing.
· ?
· ?
· All Lodge officers and installing officers will report to the east for photographs immediately after the closing of Lodge.

PUBLIC CLOSING

WM – “Brethren and guests, we are now to close this assembly of friendship and virtue, and return to the concerns of the world.  Amidst its responsibilities and employments, forget NOT the duties you have heard so frequently taught and forcibly recommended in this installation.  Be diligent, prudent, temperate and discreet.  Every human being has a claim upon your kind offices.  Do good unto all.  Finally, brethren, be ye all of one mind; live in peace, and may the God of love and peace delight to dwell with and bless you.” 

WM. – “So we end our labors, brethren and guests, in the same manner in which we began them.  Brother Chaplain, please lead us in prayer.” (* * *). 

Ch. – (may go to kneel at altar) “Supreme Grand Master, ruler of heaven and earth; now that we are about to separate and each go to our own concerns, wilt Thou be pleased so to influence our hearts and minds that we may each one of us practice out of the Lodge those great moral duties which are taught in it, and with reverence study and obey the laws which Thou hast given us in Thy Holy Word. Amen.” 

Response - “So mote it be.” 

WM – “Brother SW, you will secure the Holy Bible, Square, and Compasses.”

WM – “Brother JW, you will extinguish the three Burning Tapers.”

BENEDICTION
WM – “Brethren and friends, thank you so much for coming, it means a great deal to all of us.  This concludes our Installation Ceremony.”   Officer to the front for Photos!!!   ( * ).
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