Ladies at the Table Dinner

1. INTRODUCTION 

The average Mason spends time away from his wife and family for Masonic functions and dinners. On many occasions the Mason's lady is left at home with the children. Some of the more modern Masonic lodges realize the Masonic ladies play a very important role in the Masonic way of life. Those lodges are slowly beginning to provide functions for their Masonic families, more especially the Mason's Lady. One such event is the "Ladies at the Table." Please understand, THIS IS NOT A MASONIC FUNCTION, OR RITUAL OR ANY TYPE, NOR IS IT INTENDED TO BE, but it does come under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin. A "Ladies at the Table Dinner" is one method for a Lodge to honor and give respect to the Mason's widow, lady, daughter, mother, sister and to those women who have helped build this Nation of ours. 

2. SCOPE 

This one night is especially set-aside for the ladies and widows of the Masonic Lodge and provides an excellent opportunity to invite prospective members, community leaders and their ladies. The dinner is designed to be informative as well as entertaining. 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A LADIES AT THE TABLE DINNER 

A Lodge should not use their Eastern Star Chapter to prepare the meal. The majority of these ladies should be at the dinner with their husbands. Widows of the Lodge should not have any expenses for this evening and should be considered guests of the lodge. 

Non-masons and their escorts, most especially the individuals in the community most deserving for their contribution to that community (i.e. person to be toasted) may also be invited. 

4. SELECTION OF LADIES TO BE HONORED BY TOASTS 

The selection of those ladies to be honored with a toast should be taken very seriously. It is strongly recommended that you do not make selections based on political or religious facts. Neither subject matter has a place at this dinner. Selections should be sought from those ladies who have given of themselves to benefit the nation, state and/or community. However, the seventh (7th) toast shall always remain the same. "TO OUR LADIES, THE MOST IMPORTANT WOMEN IN OUR LIVES." 

REMEMBER: The Lodge's selection of ladies to be toasted will reflect in your community, the action of not only your Lodge, but the entire Masonic Organization. Select well. 

5. HISTORY OF "LADIES AT THE TABLE DINNER" 

1. To provide interest, understanding and care for the Lodge widows. 

2. To establish a line of communications between the Lodge and the Lodge widows, ensuring them they have not been forgotten. 

3. To honor the Masons' ladies, daughters, mothers, sisters and the other fine women about the world, Nation, State and community. 

4. To give prospective Masons and their ladies a chance to meet members of the Lodge and their ladies, to ask questions and receive answers, thereby gaining a better understanding of Freemasonry. 

5. To give members of the community and their ladies the opportunity to understand what the Masonic Fraternity does in a community. 

6. To provide the occasion to have visitors in your Lodge, to see and inform others of what they have seen. 

6. GUIDELINES FOR THE LODGE DINING ROOM 

The table shall be so arranged as to form the letter "U" with each corner at a ninety-degree angle. Seating at the table will be at the outside only. Each chair should be no closer than forty-two (42) inches, center-to-center. Within a clear view of each chair, the National Colors shall be displayed. 

The Altar shall have upon it, the Holy Bible centered; white candle in holder stationed in the upper left hand corner and a red rose in a vase stationed in the upper right hand corner of the Altar. Tables should be covered (white linen preferred, but optional). Blue table napkins will be at each table setting. Each setting shall consist of the following: First line - plate, napkin, knife, fork, soupspoon, and teaspoon. Second line - cup and saucer, water glass, wine glass. 

7. REGULATIONS 

The regulations for "Ladies at the Table Dinner" have been approved by the Grand Lodge Executive Committee and must be adhered to in its total, with exception as to the selection of ladies to which the toasts are dedicated. it is suggested that each Lodge select ladies from the past or present, who have contributed to the betterment of the town, county, State or Nation. 

The Lodge banquet room or social room where the Lodge normally holds such special Lodge functions shall be utilized for these special ceremonies. In addition, the Masonic Lodge hosting the “Ladies at the Table Dinner” must obtain a dispensation. At least one (1) Active Grand Lodge Officer is encouraged to be present at every "Ladies at the Table Dinner." 

There shall be no more than seven (7) toasts as prescribed by the "Ladies At the Table Dinner" script. Wine not more than 14% alcoholic content shall be the only alcoholic beverage served. The size of the glasses used for the toasts shall be no larger than four (4) ounces. However, no more than one (1) ounce of wine shall be served for any one toast. The wine shall be served only when ceremonial toasts are called for by the Master of the dinner. A non-alcoholic beverage, such as a grape juice, ginger ale, etc., must always be available for those not wishing to have wine during a toast. 

The containers containing the wine and/or non-alcoholic beverage, shall not be left on the tables at any time, but are to be in the custody of the Stewards in a separate area. They are to be brought to the table each time the glasses are to be filled, by order of the Master, and then returned to their proper storage area by the Stewards. 

Everyone who attends a "Ladies at the Table Dinner" is reminded that their conduct, both at the dinner and afterwards, can reflect upon the image of Freemasonry. It shall be the express duty of the Master and Wardens to maintain the dignity and decorum that the "Ladies at the Table Dinner" intends and they are charged to uphold these regulations. 

Special Notes 

Only those called upon by the Master shall rise from their chair to respond and then return to their chair. Should the Lady to whom the toast is given be present, she shall remain seated throughout the toast and drink her wine (or non-alcoholic beverage) at her leisure. 

8. CEREMONY

Worshipful Master… (*) “It is with great pleasure that I welcome one and all to this, our Second

Annual Ladies at the Table Dinner.  Tonight, all the proceeds beyond expenses are going to the Children’s Learning Center here at the Scottish Rite.  My name is Bob Strader, current Master of Freemasons Lodge #363, one of the tonight’s sponsors, and Jr. Warden of the Wisconsin Lodge of Perfection here in the Scottish Rite Valley of Milwaukee, our second sponsor and serving as the Master for our event.  I am honored to be assisting as my two Wardens, two of the Executive Committee of the Scottish Rite Valley of Milwaukee.  Serving as Sr. Warden is Thrice Potent Master Michael D. Kugler of the Wisconsin Lodge of Perfection.  Serving as Jr. Warden is Most Wise Master Wayne A. Johnson of the Wisconsin Chapter of Rose Croix.  I would also like to thank the Scottish Rite Ladies of the Valley, also co-sponsors, with assisting in event planning.”
Worshipful Master… (***)  “Please rise for the invocation.  Chaplain, will you lead us in prayer?

Chaplain… “Gracious Father of us all we thank you for letting us be together this evening. May we receive a greater portion of energy and enthusiasm as a result of our time together.  May we find refreshment and joy as we fellowship and feast together.”
Worshipful Master… “Please join with me in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of our country…and when we do so, let us remember those who, even at this moment, are serving in the Armed Forces of the United States and may be in harms way on our behalf, defending all that we hold dear as symbolized by this flag.”  Pledge is repeated.

Worshipful Master…”Senior Warden, will you share with us the “Salute to the Flag?”

Worshipful Master … (*) Please be seated.  I take pleasure in introducing the following dignitaries:

1. Right Worshipful Rodney A. Paulsen, Senior Grand Warden of Masons in WI

2. Illustrious Norman L. Christensen, 33rd degree, Deputy for Wisconsin and Grand Minister of State, Scottish Rite Northern Jurisdiction

Worshipful Master… (*)  “Senior Warden, have all been seated on your left?”
Senior Warden… ”All have been seated.”
Worshipful Master… (*)  “Junior Warden, have all been seated on your right?”
Junior Warden… ”All have been seated”
Worshipful Master … (*) “Deacon, set the altar and display the light”

The Deacon moves to the Altar, opens the Holy Bible to the Twenty-first Psalm,

Lights the candle in the upper left hand corner of the Altar and returns to seat.

Worshipful Master… (*) “Junior and Senior Warden attend the ladies.”

Both the Junior and Senior Warden pick up the roses and move directly down their column to the Master’s chair.  The Senior Warden offers one rose to each lady present in his column and extends his welcome for her being there. The Junior Warden first places one red rose on the Altar in the upper right hand corner and then follows the Senior Warden’s lead and offers each Lady a rose with a greeting in his column to the right.  Both Wardens return to their chairs together and seat themselves at the same time.

Worshipful Master… "Thank you gentlemen."  

(*) "Senior Warden, will you please explain the meaning of the red rose.” 

Senior Warden... "The red rose signifies the level of relationship between two people. A white rose stands for purity, a yellow rose for jealousy, and the red rose is for love. Therefore, it is only befitting that; on this occasion only the red rose is used.” 

Worshipful Master... "Thank you Senior Warden.” 

(*) "Junior Warden, would you please explain the meaning of burning white candle.” 

Junior Warden... "The white candle burns for those Mason's Ladies of the past, who have been called to follow the path to a far off country, from which no one ever returns. The flame burns brightly for them to be remembered, especially on this night.” 

Worshipful Master... "Thank you Junior Warden. Ladies at the table, it is a great pleasure to have you here with us this evening. This evening is intended to provide you with pleasure as well as enjoyment. It is also an evening set-aside for us to remember your greatly valued friendship, your loyalty and your love, without which we would never reach our goals.” 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Brother ____________, would you please inform our guests as to the history of the Ladies at the Table." 

Brother ____________ (MC) - "In France, about the middle of the 18th century, a group in the French Rite, was established functioning parallel to Masonry known as "Adoptive Lodges." The first of these Lodges of which we have any notice was established in Paris, in the year 1760, by the Count de Berncuville. Another was instituted at Nimeguen, in Holland, in 1774, over which the Prince of Waldeck and the Princess of Orange presided. There were basically four degrees of Adoptive Masonry, the first being: Apprentice (or Female Apprentice); Compagnone (or Craftswoman); Maitresse (or Mistress) and Parfaite Maconne (or Perfect Mason)." 

"The fourth degree, being the summit of the Rite of Adoption, is furnished with a "table lodge," or the Ceremony of the Banquet, which immediately followed the closings of the Lodge and which of course, adds much to the social pleasure and nothing to the instructive character of the rite.” 

"As in regular lodges of the French Rite, the members always use a symbolical language by which they designate the various implements of the table and the different articles of food and drink, calling for instance, the knife “swords," the forks "pickaxes”, the dishes “materials” and bread the “rough ashlar;" the lodge room was called "Eden," the doors "barriers," the minutes a "ladder," a wine glass is styled a "lamp," and its contents "oil" - water being “white oil” and wine being "red oil." To fill your glass is "to trim your lamp," to drink is "to extinguish your lamp," and many other eccentric expressions.” 

"Much taste, and in some instances, magnificence, are displayed in the decorations of the Lodge rooms of the Adoptive Rite. The apartment is separated by curtains into different divisions. Each division represented a continent, the entrance being called Europe, the right side Africa, the left side America, and the head table was known as Asia. As all things come to pass, this special dinner and evening was set aside, no longer to be (the French Revolution played a big part in its ending). We do know that Benjamin Franklin did attend at least one of these dinners during his time in France.” 

"In our present day, Ladies at the Table is a special evening and dinner, set aside for all the ladies of the lodge. By this we include the Mason's widow, wife, daughter, mother, and sister. The toasts are given to those ladies who have given of themselves to the improvement and need of others, they may be from the past or present and from any place in the world.” 

Worshipful Master... "Thank you, Brother ____________.” 

(*) "Brother _____________, would you please explain the movements of the toast to our guests.” 

Master of Ceremonies... "Ladies and Gentlemen, the toasts are held in this manner: (Sr. Warden demonstrates and explains.) 

Touch - the right hand reaches to the wine glass. 

Grasp - the right hand holds the glass, but does not lift the glass from the table. 

Rise to Toast - with the right hand extended, the glass is lifted to the head level of the chin. 

To Cause - the glass is brought to the lips. 

Taste - drink approximately 1/3 of the wine in the glass. 

Sip - drink approximately 1/2 of the remaining wine in the glass. 

Toast - drink all the wine that remains in your glass. Do not remove the glass from your lips. 

Rotate - the glass is moved away from the lips and extended an arms length straight out to the dead level of the chin. As a group working together, with the arm extended with the glass, first move the glass and arm 45 degrees to the left and return to the center, move 45 degrees to the right then return to the center and stop. 

With Honor - the glass is brought to the table with only one sound (hopefully) of the glass meeting the table.” 

“The guests have been instructed sir.” 

Worshipful Master - "Thank you Brother _____________." 

(*) "Senior Steward, cause the wine to meet the line.” 

Senior Steward - "Wine Stewards, fill the wine glasses to the Line.” 

(The Steward stands and makes his statement in a loud clear voice.) 

"Those who wish to have wine for this toast, please place your card letters up next to your wine glass, those who do not wish to have wine please place your card letters down next to your wine glass and you will be served a non-alcoholic beverage.” 

(The Senior Steward remains standing until all glasses are filled to the line before he answers the Master.) 

Senior Steward - "The wine is to the line, sir." 

Worshipful Master... “Thank you Senior Steward. I wish to make a toast at this time.” 

(* * *) (all stand) "Ladies and Gentlemen." 

"The first toast is to a lady by the name of ______________, wife of the President. 

MC…"Touch, Grasp, Rise to Toast, To Cause, Taste, Sip, Toast, Rotate, With Honor, Please be seated.” 

(Special note... The Senior Warden should be ready with the first explanation as to why the first lady was Toasted.) 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Senior Warden, would you please give us a short history of ___________, wife of the President, ___________________. 

Senior Warden...  Write a short history.
Worshipful Master... "Thank you Senior Warden." 

(*) "Senior Steward, cause the wine to meet the line." 

Senior Steward... "Wine Stewards, fill the glasses to the line.” 

(The Steward remains standing until all glasses are filled.) 

"The wine is to the line sir." 

Worshipful Master... "Thank you Senior Steward. The _____________(Usually a GL Officer) wishes to make a toast at this time.” 

(* * *) (All stand) "Ladies and Gentlemen." 

Brother Paulsen... "The second toast is to a lady by the name of ________________, wife of the Grand Master."

MC…” Touch, Grasp, Rise to toast, To Cause, Taste, Sip, Toast, Rotate, With Honor, Please be seated. 

Worshipful Master... "Serve the first course please!” 

(Special Note: Near the end of the first course, the junior Warden should be ready to give an explanation as to why the second Lady was selected.) 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Junior Warden will you please give us a short history of ________________, wife of the Grand Master, ______________________. 

Junior Warden... Insert History
Worshipful Master... “Thank you Junior Warden.” 

(*) "Senior Steward, cause the wine to meet the line." 

Senior Steward... "Wine Stewards, fill the glasses to the lines? 

(After all the glasses are filled.) 

"The wine is to the line sir." 

Worshipful Master... "Thank you Senior Steward. _______________________ wishes to make a toast at this time.” 

(* * *) (All stand) "Ladies and Gentlemen." 

Brother ______________... "The third toast is to a lady by the name of ___________________________ 

MC…”Touch, Grasp, Rise to toast, To Cause, Taste, Sip, Toast, Rotate, With Honor, Please be seated.”

Worshipful Master... "Serve the second course please! “ 

(Special Note: Near the completion of the second course, the Junior Warden should be ready to give an explanation as to why the third Lady was selected.) 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Junior Warden, will you please give us a short history of _________________________
Junior Warden... “Insert History 
Worshipful Master... "Thank you Junior Warden." 

(*) "Senior Steward, cause the wine to meet the line." 

Senior Steward... "Wine Stewards, fill the glasses to the line.” 

(After all the glasses are filled.) 

"The wine is to the line sir." 

Worshipful Master... "Thank you Senior Steward. ___________________ wishes to make a toast at this time.” 

(* * *) (all stand) "Ladies and Gentlemen." 

Brother _________... "The fourth toast is to a lady by the name of _________________________________

MC…”Touch, Grasp, Rise to toast, To Cause, Taste, Sip, Toast, Rotate, With Honor, Please be seated.” 

Worshipful Master... "Serve the third course please!” 

(Special Note: Near the completion of the third course, the Senior Warden should be ready to give an explanation as to why this Lady was selected.) 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Senior Warden, would you please give us a short history of _________________.
Senior Warden... “Insert 

Worshipful Master... "Thank you Senior Warden." 

(*) "Senior Steward, cause the wine to meet the line." 

Senior Steward... "Wine Stewards, fill the glasses to the line” 

(After all the glasses are filled.) 

"The wine is to the line sir." 

Worshipful Master... " Thank you Senior Steward. ______________________________ wishes to make a toast at this time.” 

(* * *) (All stand) "Ladies and Gentlemen." 

Brother Peters... "The fifth toast is to a lady by the name of _____________________________

MC…”Touch, Grasp, Rise to toast, To Cause, Taste, Sip, Toast, Rotate, With Honor, Please be seated.” 

Worshipful Master... “Serve the main course please!” 

(Special Note: Near the middle of the main course, the Senior Warden should be ready to give an explanation as to why this Lady was selected.) 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Senior Warden, would you please give us a short history of _____________________________

Senior Warden... “Insert History
Worshipful Master... "Thank you Senior Warden." 

(*) "Senior Steward, cause the wine to meet the line." 

Senior Steward... "Wine Stewards, fill the glasses to the line.” 

(After all glasses are filled) 

"The wine is to the line sir." 

Worshipful Master... "Thank you Senior Steward. The _________________ wishes to make a toast at this time”. 

Brother ______________toast is to our mothers.”
MC…" Touch, Grasp, Rise to Toast, To Cause, Taste, Sip, Toast, Rotate, With Honor, Please be seated.” 

(Special Note: Near the end of the main course, the Junior Warden should be ready to give an explanation as to why this toast was made.) 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Junior Warden, would you please give us a few words in honor of our mothers?”

Junior Warden... “The poem, A WONDERFUL MOTHER, by Pat O'Reilly

GOD made a wonderful mother,

A mother who never grows old;

He made her smile of the sunshine,

And He molded her heart of pure gold;

In her eyes He placed bright shining stars,

In her cheeks, fair roses you see;

God made a wonderful mother,

And He gave that dear mother to me.”

Worshipful Master... "Ladies and Gentlemen, the floor is open to anyone who wishes to speak.” 

Worshipful Master... "Serve the final course please!” 

(Special Note: The Master should move to the inside of the tables and extend his personal welcome to each of the guests, especially the widows of the Lodge.) 

Near the end of the final course, the Master gives the last toast. 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Wine Stewards, fill the glasses to the line.” 

(After all the glasses are filled) 

Senior Steward... "The wine is to the line sir." 

Worshipful Master. - - "I wish to make a toast at this time." 

(* * *) (all stand) "Ladies and Gentlemen.”

"The seventh toast is to our ladies, the most important women in our lives. Touch, Grasp, Rise to Toast, Taste, Sip, Taste, Toast, Rotate, With Honor, Please be seated.”

"The hour grows late and our evening must come to an end.” 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Senior Warden, are all seated on your left?” 

Senior Warden... "All are now seated." 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Junior Warden, are all seated on your right?” 

Junior Warden... "All are now seated." 

Worshipful Master... (*) "Deacon, set the altar and close the Lights” 

(Deacon moves to the altar, closes the Holy Bible, snuffs out the candle and returns to his seat.) 

“In closing, be careful driving home tonight.  Say a prayer for our troops who may be in harm’s way, wherever they are around the world. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

May the Lord lift up the light of His countenance upon you and give you peace, now and forever more.

Thank you and good night.

As Master of this dinner, I declare this "Ladies at the Table" be now closed?”(*)
